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I was 19 years old and 
had a great year on the 
Ware.  Saw a lot of  the 
Atlantic Ocean and a lot 
of  places I never would 
have seen otherwise in-
cluding Cuba, Trinidad, 
Newfoundland and a lot 
of  the Caribbean Sea, 

not to mention of  the  
places in the US I would 
not have seen otherwise.  
And we don ‘t want to 
forget the Arctic Circle 
on Operation Frostbite.  
Arctic storms are some-
thing else. 
 

   Elias L. Brandt 

Elias L. Brandt 
In Boot Camp 

1944 



 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Commander Henry R. Wier 
Captain, USS Charles R. Ware DD865 

July 21, 1945, to May 31, 1946 



 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

USS Ware 1945 to April 1946 



 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

Some of  the crew 

  

S1c(RM) Jack Cohen 

S1c(GM) Robert Rutland on watch  

S1c(GM) Elias Brandt  
SN(GM)  William Henderson  



 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Radiomen S2c Paul Gilchrist 

RM3 John Dobkins 
GM3 Cletus Rainey 

GM2 Austin Furman 
GM2 Edward Marley 



 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

 S2c George Pond 

  

COX Louis Sigur  



 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

Part of    
Ordinance Division 



 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

COX Louis Sigur  

  

COX Louis Sigur  



 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   

SM1 Charles Clancy 

  

S1c Robert Rutland 



 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   

 RM3 John Dobkins 
GM3 Cletus Rainy 

S1c(GM) Elias Brandt 

S2c Paul Gilchrist 



 
 

  

 RM3 John Dobkins 

  

 GM2 Gilbert Snieder 



 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

 RM3 John Dobkins 



 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

  

 S2c George Pond 

  

 GM3 Edward Marley 

  

 COX Louis Sigur  
S2c George Pond 

  

  S2c George Pond 
GM3 John Bellner 

 GM3 Gilbert Snieder 
 S1c(GM) Raymond Jones 

  

 S1c James Ward 
 S2c Reginald Phillips  
 GM3 John Bellner 

  

 S1c Robert Rutland 
 S2c George Pond 
 RM1 John Mitchell 



 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

S2c Paul Gilchrist 

  

S2c Paul Gilchrist 
RM3 John Dobkins 



 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

S2c William Reeves 
S2c Paul Gilchrist 

GM3 Cletus Rainy 



 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

 RM3 John Dobkins 

  

 S1c Everett Higdon 
FC3 Raymond Reagan 

  

 GM3 Gilbert Snieder 



 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

GM3 Cletus Rainy 

  

 FC3 Arthur Buffington 
S1c Norman Bates 

  

 S1c Norman Bates 
SN(GM) William Henderson 



 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Ware in 1945 visited 
Naval Station Guantanamo Bay, Cuba, 

during its shakedown cruise  



 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

Snow during the winter of  1945-1946 helped  
prepare the Ware for Operation Frostbite 



 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 COX Louis Sigur appered to be 
ready for Operation Frostbite by 
building a snowman [lower 
right].  But alas, he left the Ware 
in February 1946.    



 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Operation 
Frostbite 

 
 

March 1 to April 9, 1946 



 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Operation Frostbite 
 The USS Charles R. Ware [DD865] had its 
first major cruise in 1946 from March 1 to April 9, 
crossing the Arctic Circle as part of  Operation 
Frostbite where she aided in developing techniques 
for cold weather aircraft carrier operations.   Par-
ticipating in Operation Frostbite with Ware were 
USS Midway [CVB41], USS Stormes [DD-780], 
USS Vogelgesang [DD862] and a fleet oiler.  This 
carrier task group with elements of  Air Group 74 
on board Midway departed Naval Station Norfolk 
on March 1 and then from March 7 to 22 con-
ducted cold-weather tests in Davis Strait off  the 
coast of  Labrador and above the Arctic Circle, 
with World War II-type aircraft and the newer 
F8F Bearcat, the combination prop and jet FR-1 
Fireball and the HNS-1 helicopter.  The task group 
encountered high winds, heavy seas, icebergs, 
snow, and green water over the bow.  Testing heli-
copters for the first time in SAR missions and re-
fueling escorts in adverse weather conditions were 
among the highlights of  Operation Frostbite.  



 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Underway on March 1, 1946, at Naval Station Norfolk . . .   

Operation Frostbite 

 . . . with the task group led by the USS Midway   



 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Operation Frostbite 

 

The Ware  
visits  

Newfoundland 



 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Operation Frostbite 
Torpedo crew 

 mans the tubes 

40 MM quad mount  



 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Operation Frostbite 

Live fire from  
the 40 mm 



 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Operation Frostbite 
Air operations 

from the  
Midway 

Ware taking on fuel 
from the Midway 

 in rough seas  

Ware rescues a flyer 
from the Midway . . .   

 . . . and returns him 
to the Midway 



 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Operation Frostbite 

A wave crashes over the forecastle of   
another destroyer in the task group 

Rough seas were common in the  
North Atlantic above the Arctic Circle  

Ware listing 
in rough seas  



 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Operation Frostbite 

 

Things did  
get a bit icy  

during  
Operation  
Frostbite  



 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Operation Frostbite 

 

 

Return to CONUS 
 

Approaching lower Manhattan  
in New York City 



 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Operation Frostbite 
 

Other published information on 
Operation Frostbite 

 The destroyer in 
these pictures 
could be the 

Ware 



 
 

 

 
 
 

Operation Frostbite 



 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Operation Frostbite 
 



 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Operation Frostbite 
 



 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Operation Frostbite 



 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Editor’s note 
To my USS Ware crewmates, 
 While I have enjoyed putting together 
“cruise” books for our reunions from 2005 
through 2008, working on this publication 
has been different.  It has been special.  
 When I looked through a box of snap-
shots from 1945 and 1946, I realized those 
pictures were our ship’s history.  The Ware 
was taking part in the defense of the United 
States immediately after its initial shake-
down cruise. 
 The Ware historic roster assembled by 
Jerry Tardif was a great help in identifying 
some of the pictures. 

 Jerry Alperstein 


