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USS Charles R. ' Ware DD865
1945 to April 1946

Including Operation Frostbite

Pictures by S1¢(GM) Elias L. Brandt, 1945-46
Commander Henry R: Wier, 1945-46

Cruise book edited by S@lperstein, 1966-67




I was 19 years old

had a great year on t

Ware. Saw a lot of the

Atlantic Ocean and a lot
of places I never would
have seen otherwise in-
cluding Cuba, Trinidad,
Newfoundland and a lot
of the Caribbean Sea,

Elias L. Brandt
In Boot Camp
1944

t to mention of the
aces in the US I would

not have seen otherwise.

And we don ‘t want to
forget the Arctic Circle
on Operation Frostbite.
Aretic storms are some-
thing else.

Elias L. Prandt




Commander Henry R. Wler
"\_fptam, USS Charles R. Ware DD865

July ?1 1945, to May 31, 1?46|




USS Ware 1945 to April 1946













=

Sle(GM) Elias Brandt _
SN(GM) William Henderson
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RM3 John Dobkins
GM3 Cletus Rainey
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COX Louis Sigur
S2¢ George Pond

-

GM3 Edward Marley §;
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X GM3 Gilbert Snieder
i Sle(GM) Raymond Jones

g -

. Sle James Ward
S2¢ Reginald Phillips
* .4 GM3 John Bellner
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S2¢ George Pond

Slec Robert Rutland

r—y p: . 52¢ George Pond
:‘ 1 ‘ RM1 John Mitchell
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S2¢ Paul Gilchrist
RM3 John Dobkins
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S2¢ Wiliiam Re.eves
S2¢ Paul Gilchrist
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GM3 Gilbert Snieder
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..... Slec Everett Higdon
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Slc Norman Bates

SN(GM) William Henderson
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FC3 Arthur Buffington P ' a e
Slc Norman Bates GMS3 Cletus Rainy
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The Ware in 1945 visited

Naval Station Guantanamo Bay, Cuba,
during its shakedown cruise
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Snow during the winter of 1945-1946 helped
prepare the Ware for Operation Frostbite
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COX Louis Sigur appered to be
ready for Operation Frostbite by
building a snowman [lower
right]. But alas, he left the Ware




Operation

Frostbite

March 1 to April 9, 1946




Operation Frostbite

The USS Charles R. Ware [DD865] had its
first major cruise in 1946 from March 1 to April 9,

crossing the Arctic Circle as part of Operation
Frostbite where she aided in developing techniques
for cold weather aircraft carrier operations. Par-
ticipating in Operation Frostbite with Ware were

USS Midway [CVB41], USS Stormes [DD-780],
USS Vogelgesang [DD862] and a fleet oiler. This
carrier task group with elements of Air Group 74
on board Midway departed Naval Station Norfolk
on March 1 and then from March 7 to 22 con-
ducted cold-weather tests in Davis Strait off the
coast of Labrador and above the Arctic Circle,

with World War Il-type aircraft and the newer

F8F Bearcat, the combination prop and jet FR-1
Fireball and the HNS-1 helicopter. The task group
encountered high winds, heavy seas, icebergs,
snow, and green water over the bow. Testing heli-
copters for the first time in SAR missions and re-
fueling escorts in adverse weather conditions were
among the highlights of Operation Frostbite.




Operation Frostbite

‘Underway on Marcl%_l, 1946, at Naval Station Norfolk . . .
;- _I.'N I




Operation Frostbite

visits
Newfoundland




Operation Frostbite

Torpedo crew
mans the tubes
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Operation Frostbite

Live fire from
the 40 mm




Operation Frostbite

Ware taking on fuel 9 . Air operations -
rom the Midway | % from the
' vh seas 1 . ot Midway




Operation Frostbite

Rough seas were common in the
- North Atlantic above the Arctic Circle

s 1- I 1 . . o "'-'-'.: g <
b Ware listing &«

~ /#: inroughseas |

A wave crashes over the forecastle of
another destroyer in the task group




Operation Frostbite

Things did
get a bit icy
during
Operation
Frostbite




Operation Frostbhite
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Return to CONUS

Approaching lower Manhattan
in New York City




Operation Frostbite

Other published information on

Operation Frosthite

The destroyer in
these pictures

could be the




Operation Frostbite

HOLLCATS, TORPEDD PLAMLE AMD CORSAIRE AWAIT WARM-UPF ON THE *“MIDWAY &' FI.IGHT DECK, Tﬂ‘lﬁ‘ PRWM maw llllﬂ DL MO HINDRANCE TO RECULAR FLYIHG

PERATION FHI]SIHII[

S8 Midway sails northern seas
lo test arctic carrier operations

MOTORS START SLOWLY and

Last week the U5, Navy was completing an enor-
mous experiment informally  dubbed  Operation
Frosthite, The experiment’s guinea pig was the 45,«
OiNktan aiverafl carrice Midway, its Iuboratory the
joe-fecked waters of the Labrulor Sea, Tis porposa
wad Lo lest the !:mﬂit:m._}' ol currioe ﬁln:l‘ilﬂllﬂ unler
arctic comditions. In a sense, Operation Frosthite
was & naval companion to Operation. Musk O,
Canada’s arctie land manewvers (LIFE, March L),

Despite loss of one !ui[lu and three p|.1111'n anml

SHNOWPLOW clears the flight
Planes were able to Ay virtuall

k of snow at 5 am.

the hamdicap of unexpectedly good westher— the
coldest the Midway expericnced wagonly 17 above—
Ohperation Frosthite was a suceessful cxpe =nl, il
proved that carrier aperations in the artic are en.
tirely feasible, though severe weather may veduce
over-all efliciency by 30% 1o 60455, Likelicst sizs for
an arctie striking force is a task group of one or
two carriers, four to six 1||--|ru:,rrl, Such carriers
muzi have better h.u.:u;qruelh'l heating and v i

tiomn, :-Iuliu-e---lr} ing space, molorstaning devices,

“AIREDALES,"
mental clothing reme




peration Frostbite

JDWAY ON 'OPERATION FROSTBITE '

Al L A A RS

-

I Deck crewmen on CVB Midway en Arctic
© erwise clear off steel deck with snowplow
Herman Nelson heaters warm uwp Corsair
so cold weather operations can commence
Midway and twe escort destroyers as
they plow into ice field off Labrader
Flight deck scene shows Arctic cruise
was differeat from ship's tropic shakedown
MNavy commander leaps iate frigid sea from
whaleboat to try out test rescue method




Operation Frostbite

Midway Finds

Snow Biggest

Foe on Its Cruise in Arctic

SNU\\‘ and snow squalls present the
greatest problem to carrier opera-
tions in the fur North, Forecasting
them is eontinuous and diffieult and
requires constant study of weather con-
ditions, according to uerologists on the
U.8.8. Midway during Operation Frost-
bite. The expedition was carried out
in the waters of the Labrador Sea and
Davis Strait during the period 6-22
March, 1946,

Object of the operation was to test
cold weather equipment and train
naval personnel in earrier pline and
ship operation under that condition.
Cold weather clothing and foul weath-
er gear of all types were thoronghly
tested on this arctic cruise. The prob-
lem of weather in relation 1o aireralt
carrier operations  received  special
study,  Future cold weather opera-

tures, 20 to 30 degrees higher than
those of the interior of Labrador.

Sea fetch and wir approach ecer the
sea. An off-shore wimj generally pre-
vails over the Labrador Sea. For the
period of the operations, the prevailing
wind was north with a slight westerly
component, averaging Beaufort Force
3 o 6 as compared with the average
Force 2 to 3 over land.

A:ssﬂ(rm'n-:u with sea fetch [rom the
Atlantie, the wind ruffles the sea;
it assists in warming the land, sea and
air.  Conversely, when northerly, it
cuuls the land, sea and air, but it does
nal quiet the sea unless there is a short
fetch, In this respect, the combina-
tion of wind and sea, both approxi-
mately from the same direction, north
to  northeast, coused the  roughest

SNOW-COVERED PLANMES OM MIDWAY FLIGHT DECK WARM UFP READY FOR OPERATIONS

tions will benefit greatly from the vast
amount of information gathered dur-
ing this successtul mission.

The Labrador Sea is subject to a
diversity of weather conditions. Situa-
tions typical of temperate, sub-aretic,
and  arctic zones oceur  with rilpitl
changes, under the influence of several
moditying factors.

The Gulf Stream tribistary. Modified
IJ‘_\-' the warm Culf Stream, tem peratures
over the Labrador Sea are 10 to 20
dl_‘.gmes I|igh|;-.r than eouastal tempera-

b

weather experienced — damaging the
hangar doors to the side elevator, 13
March 1946, It is not uncommon for
winds of 40 to 60 knots and high seas
to accompany the passage of an ordi-
nary low pressure system throngh the
Labrador Sea.

Northerly winds over this area are
eold, dry, and unstuble, On contact
with the water, condensation is for all
practical purposes instantaneous re-
sulting in snow showers, If the north-
erfly winds are sharp and vigorous,

secondary cold fronts resembling squall-
lines develop, accompunied by snow
squalls.  Some of these squalls’ extend
for 100 or 200 miles, usually in a north-
cast-southwest orientation” across the
Labrador Sea.

Snow in these squalls is graupel,
which consists of small white soft fm;u'l
and differs from ordinary hail in that
it lacks the hard clear ice deposit on
its circumference. A squall-line will
travel eastward over the water surface
as fast as 35 to 45 knots and presents a
major forecast problem.

Mountain Effect and the Greenland
Katabatic. From the vast and high
central plateau of Greenland, the
Ratabatic wind (a downward flow of
air from mountain or hill slopes) blasts
its way to the Greenland west coast,
channeled through narrow fjords, as
wind through a tunnel, reaching veloci-
ties over 100 knots in some instances
and warming up as it descends.  These
winds may extend out to sea for manv
miles. Hut the wind was not en-
countered at all during this period.
though on several occasions Greenland
was 70 to 100 miles distant.  However,
in close proximity to Greenland, 17
March 1946, clear skies and moderate
temperatures prevailed, attributed to
the Katabatic then reparted along the
west coast.

lee fields stretch from about the
46th parallel, northwest along the coast
of Labrador and Balfin Island, thence
eastward along the G65th parallel to
Greenland. The depth of the ice fields
along the Labrador coast was foun
to average about 1530 miles. In the
immediate vicinity of the ice fields, the
air "ﬂld S0 l(‘llll)[.’l’-’ltllr\‘.‘.‘i dr.’.{.‘rl.'usr_‘ F'.IP-
idly, as much as 10 degrees in sea
temperature, 20 degrees in air tem-
perature, Seas are less heavy close to
ive fields and to leeward of land.

Asml‘ can maneuver to take ad-
vantage of good weather or to
avoid bad weather. Fueling operations
were suecessful in this respect on 17
March 1946. Ewven so, av erige We

er conditions showed  greater clon
ness, lower c«:*ilings. anel poorer visihili-
ties at sea than over land stations in
the vieinity.

Little or no [frost is Experiuuu:d
aboard ship due to the ship’s speed,
except in a following or cross wind;
then only in extreme cases. 1 the
ship is anchored, the frost will be jusl
as great as on the adjacent shore. Th
same npllies to some extent to snow;
if the slllip is headed into the wind
only leading edges are affected. Creat
est snow depth for the Frostbite opera
tion, two to four inches of snow o
the flight deck, oceurred with the fol
lowing wind on 8 to 9 March 1946

Restricted|




Operation Frostbite

MIDWAY NEWS

28 MARCH 1946

Lieut. W, C. Balton
WHBS never very narticu-
lar ahout the ship's head
in relation to the force
and direction of the wind
when He took the Coast
Guard's helicopter up
aoff the flight deck. Al}
he needed wes & little
roam.

Brought aleng on the
northern trip for further
tests in air sea rescue
and photopraphy wark, the
helicopter never familed
to drew 8 crowd.

Once each week, the
destroyers came up along-
tide for their ration of
fuel, ice cream, moviea,
longjohns, and other use-
ful items.

It never aeémed too
rough for the destroyers
te refuel. Often they
rolled 20 degrees while
the MIDWNAY sajiled with-
out & roll.




Editor’s note

Ja my USS Ware crewmates,

While J have enjoyed putting togethier
“cunise” backs for eur neunions from 2005
thuwough 2008, wesking on this publication
has been different. Jt has been special.

When J locked through a box of snap-
shats from 1945 and 1946, J nealized those
pictures were aur ship’s histany. The Ware
was taking pat in the defense of the United
States immediately after its initial shale-
down cuuise.

The Ware histaric wosten assembiled by
Jeuuy Gandif was a great help in identifying

same of the pictutes.

Jevy Ulpewstein




